
KEMPSEY FLYING CLUB
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Po Box 197, Kempsey, 2440 Nsw Emait susannah,smithT14@gmail"com

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

we have some exci t ing events p lanned for  the c lub over  the
next  few months,  incruding those r is ted berow.  The most
exc i t ing of  these is  undoubtedly  our  c lub,s 50rh b i r thday
celebration, which is onry a few short weeks away on
Sunday,  September 11"  We are seeking as much suppor t
f rom our  va lued c lub Members as possibre for  th is
important event. In part icular, we are very short on
assis tance on the cater ing s ide of  the event  and l ,d  l ike to
put  a specia l  ca l l  out  to  a l l  the lad ies to be avai lab le to  ass is t
on the day"  For  more in format ion,  prease contact  Maureen
Knight on 6561" 7380. A progressive breakfast wi l l  be held
f rom 8am -  LOam.

Inv i ta t ions to at tend th is  event  have been sent  to
Gloucester, cessnock, Taree, south Grafton, Evans Head,
Port Macquarie, coffs Harbour, Luskintre, scone, Bai l ina and
Armidale, so, weather permitt ing, we are hoping for a
heal thy at tendance.

Yours in Ffying,

Graeme Smith,  pres ident

Evenls (Special)

Sunday, September 11., 20tt -  Spring Fly_ln Breakfast
Celebrat ing Kempsey Fly ing Club,s 50th Bi r thday
saturday, December 10 - KFc ehristmas party at the
C lubhouse

Events {Runninel

Thi rd Sunday of  each month -  F ly ing Comp
Firs t  Sunday of  each month -  BBe d inner

YOUR NEW 2OLL-20L2
ELECTED COMMITTEE

Fol lowing the recent Annual

General  Meet ing, the neW

committee line-up for zAj.b

2OtZfinancial year is:

o Graeme Smith (president)

o Paul Stubbs (Vice

President/Secretary)

o Paul Shea (Treasurer)

r Ross Costanzo

o Lyalt Notley

o Peter Howard

o Barry Bishton

r Peter Ackerley (Club Captain)

r  Hi l ton Mcleod

Congratulat ions to al l  new

office bearers and we look

forward to working closely

wi th  a l l  our  va lued Members

over the next 12 months.
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puTY PrLqT ROSTER 2011-2012

IMPORTANT NOTE TO ALL MEMtsERS PLANNING TO FLY TDK

Club Members in tending to f ly  Club a i rcraf t  TDK are requi red to furn ish thei r  current

documents ,  i nc lud ing  the i r  Med ica l  Check  and  B ienn ia l  F l i gh t  Rev iew.  Cop ies  o f  these

documents MUST BE submit ted to Club Secretary Paul  Stubbs pr ior  to  a i rcraf t  booking

and h i re"

2 l P a g e

MONTH DATE DUTY PILOT MONTH DATE DUTY PILOT

June 5 Costanzo January 1 Stubbs
t 2 Not ley 8 H owa rd
19 Shea L5 Bishton
26 Stubbs 22 Ackerley

Ju ly 3 Howard 29 Smith
10 Bishton
t7 Ackerley February 5 M cLeod
74 Sm i th L2 Costanzo
3 L M cLeod 19 Notley

August 7 Costanzo 26 Shea

t4 Not ley
2 t Shea March 4 Stubbs
28 Stubbs fi, H owa rd

September 4 H owa rd 18 Bishton
1 L Bishton 25 Ackler ley
18 Ackerlev
75 Srni th Apri l L Smith

October 2 M cLeod 8 M c Leod
9 Costanzo 15 Costanzo
16 Not ley 22 Not ley
23 Shea 29 Shea
30 Stubbs

November 5 H owa rd May 6 Stubbs
13 Bishton 13 H owa rd
20 Ackler ley 20 Bishton
27 Sm i th 27 Ackerley

December 4 Mcleod June 3 Smi th
t T Costanzo L0 M cLeod

18 Not ley 17 Costanzo

25 S h e a 25 Not ley
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PSEY SHIR COUNCIL

An invi ted group represent ing the direct  stakeholders of  the aerodrome, including aircraf t
owners ,  hanger  owners  and main tenance and f ly ing t ra in ing organ isat ions,  met  w i th
Kempsey Shire counci l  representat ive Robert  scott  on August 1 to improve cornmunicat ion
and ident i fy  fu ture  oppor tun i t ies  for  the p lann ing o f  th is  va luab le  communi ty  asset .

Group spokesperson Paul stubbs reported the meet ing with counci l  was extremely posi t ive
and would resul t  in the group working closely with counci l  to set future goals"
"Mr Scott was extremely posit ive about the future of the airport and gave his commitment
to cont inuing to l ia ise closely with us regarding future planning and development i ,  Mr
Stubbs sa id .

Hi Mate, I  am writ ing to you, because I need your
keep te l l ing me you got  a l l  the r ight  contacts ,  wel l
me because,  mate,  l ,m b loody desperate)"

But  f i rs t ,  I 'd  bet ter  te l l  you what  happened dur ing
(Commonweal th Aviat ion Author i ty)  Examiner .

the bock of Broken Hilt ...

p i lo ts  l icence back (you

make something happen for

This is a copy of o retter t got from a mote of mine who fives out

MATE, HELP ME GET ME LICENCE BACK

Ph i l "

on the phone,  Ron ( that 's  the cAA d**khead)  seemed a reasonable sor t
reminded me of the need to do a f l ight review every two years. He even
look over my property and let me operate from my own str ip" Natural ly I

Anyway' Ron turned up last wednesday" First up, he said he was a bit  surprised to see the plane on asmal l  s t r ip  outs ide my homestead because the ALA (Author ised Landing Area)  is  about  a mi le  away.  I
expla ined that  because th is  s t r ip  was so c lose to the homesteac,  ! t  was more convenient  than that
str ip'  despite the power l ines crossing abrout rnidway down the str ip ( i t ,s not real ly a problem to land
and take-of f  because at  the hal f -way point  down the st r ip ,  you ' re usual ly  s t i l l  on the ground) .

For  some reasoR Ron seemed nervous.  so,  a l though I  had done the pre- f l ight  inspect ion only  four
days ear l ier ,  ldec ided to do i t  a l l  over  again.  Because the p***k was watching me carefu l ly ,  lwalked
around the p lane three t imes instead of  my usuar  two.

3 l P a g e

help to  get  me b loody
now's your  chance to

my last f l ight review with the CAA

of  b loke.  He pol i te ly

offered to drive out, have
agreed to that"
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My ef for t  was rewarded because the colour  f ina l ly  returned to Ron's  cheeks -  in  fact  they went  a

br ight  red.  In  v iew of  Ron's  obviously  bet ter  mood,  I  to ld  h im I  was going to combine the test  f l ight

wi th farm work,  as I  had to del iver  three poddy calves f rom the home paddock to the main herd.

Af ter  a b i t  o f  a  chase,  l f ina l ly  caught  the calves and threw them into the back of  the o l 'Cessna 172'

We c l imbed aboard but  Ron star ted get t in '  in to me about  weight  and balance calcu lat ions and a l l

that  crap.  Of  course lknewthat  sor t  o f  th ing was a waste of  t ime because calves l ike to  move around

a bit  -  part icularly when they see themselves 500 feet off  the ground, so i t 's bloody point less trying

to secure them, as you know" However,  I  d id  te l l  Ron that  he shouldn ' t  worry  as I  a lways keep the

tr im wheel  set  on neutra l  to  ensure we remain pret ty  s table at  a l l  s tages throughout  the f l ight .

Anyway,  I  s tar ted the engine and c lever ly  min imised the warm-up t ime by t ramping hard on the

brakes and gunning her  to  2,50Orpm. I  then d iscovered that  Ron has very acute hear ing,  even though

he was wear ing a b loody headset ,  Through a l l  that  noise he detected a meta l l ic  rat t le  and demanded

that  I  account  for  i t "  Actual ly  i t  began about  a month ago and was caused by a screwdr iver  that  fe l l

down a hole in  the f loor  and lodged in  the fuel  se lector  mechanism. The selector  can ' t  be moved

now, but  i t  doesn' t  mat ter  because i t 's  jammed on 'A l l  tanks ' ,  so I  suppose that 's  OK. However,  as

Ron was obviously  a real  n i t -p icker ,  I  b lamed the noise on v ibrat ion f rom a sta in less s teel  thermos

f lask which I  keep in  a beaut  l i t t le  possie between the windshie ld and the magnet ic  compass.

My explanat ion seemed to re lax Ron because he s lumped back in  the seat  and kept  look ing up at  the

cockpit roof" I  released the brakes to taxi out but unfortunately the plane gave a leap and spun to

the r ight.

"He l l "  l t hough t ,  "no t the  s ta rboard  whee l  chockaga in " .The  bump jo l ted  Ron  back to fu l l  a le r tness .

He looked wi ld ly  around just  in  t ime to see a rock thrown by the prop wash d isappear complete ly

through the windscreen of  h is  brand new Commodore.  "Now l 'm real ly  in  t rouble" ,  I  thought .  Whi le

Ron was busy rant ing about  h is  car ,  I  ignored h is  requi rement  that  we tax i  to  the ALA and instead

took of f  under  the power l ines"  Ron d idn ' t  say a word -  a t  least ,  not  unt i l  the engine star ted coughing

r ight  at  the l i f t  o f f  po int ,  then he b loody screamed h is  head of f  . . .  "Oh Godl  Oh Godl  Oh God!"

"Take i t  easy, Ron" I  told him f irmly, "that often happens on take-off and there is a good reason for

i t . "  I  expla ined pat ient ly  that  I  usual ly  run the p lane on standard MOGAS, but  one day I  acc identa l ly

put  in  a gal lon or  two of  kerosene.  To compensate for  the low octane of  the kerosene,  I  s iphoned in

a few gal lons of  super  MOGAS and shook the wings up and down a few t imes to mix i t  up.  Since

then,  the engine has been coughing a b i t  but  in  genera l  i t  worked just  f ine -  i f  you know how to coax

i t  proper ly .

Anyway,  at  th is  s tage Ron seemed to lose a l l  in terest  in  my f l ight  test .  He pul led out  some rosary

beads,  c losed h is  eyes and became lost  in  prayer  ( l  d idn ' t  th ink anyone was a Cathol ic  these days) .

I  se lected some nice music  on the HF radio to  help h im re lax.  Meanwhi le  I  c l imbed to my normal

cru is ing a l t i tude of  10,500 feet  ( l  don ' t  normal ly  put  in  a f l ight  p lan or  get  the weather  because as

you know get t ing Fax access out  here is  a f#*%joke and the b loody weather  is  a lways 8/8 b lue

anyway.  But  s ince I  had that  near  miss wi th a Saab 340,1might  have to change me th ink ing) .

o i t a s e
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some wi ld  camels heading in to my improved pasture"  Now I  hate
.303 c l ipped ins ide the door  of  the cessna -  just  in  case I  see any

of  the bastards '  we were too h igh to h i t  them, but  as a mat ter  of  pr inc ip le,  I  dec ided to have a go
through the open window.

Mate, when I pul led the bloody r i f le out, the effeet on Ron was fr iggin' electr ic. As I f i red the f irst
shot '  h is  neck lengthened by about  s ix  inches and h is  eyes bulged l ike a rabbi t  wi th  myxo.  He real ty
fooked as i f  he had been jabbed wi th an e lect r ic  cat t le  prod on fu l l  power.  In  faet ,  Ron,s react ion was
so d is t ract ing that  I  lost  eoncentrat ion for  a second and the next  shot  went  s t ra ight  through the por t
tyre.

Anyhow, on level l ing out ,  I  not iced
camels,  and I  a lways carry  a loaded

Ron was a b i t  upset  about  the shoot ing (probabry one of
decided not  to  te l l  h im about  our  l i t t le  problem wi th the

What a buzz, matel About half  way
gracefu l ly  suspended in  mid a i r  and
but  Ron looked a b i t  green and had
f* &%# head off.

those p inko animal  lovers lguess)  so I
tyre.

Short ly afterwards, I  located the main herd and decided to do my f ighter pi lot tr ick. Ron had gone
back to pray ing when,  in  one smooth sequence,  I  pu l led on fu l l  f lap,  cut  the power and star ted a
sidesl ip from 10,500 feet down to 500 feet at 130 knots indieated (the last t ime I looked anyway)
and the l i t t le  needle rushing up to the red area on me ASl .

through the descent  I  looked back in  the cabin
mooing l ike crazy.  I  was going to comment  on
ro l led h imsel f  in to the foeta l  pos i t ion and was

to see the calves
th is  unusual  s ight

sc reamin 'h i s

Mate,  ta lk  about  being in  a broody zoo.  you shourd 've been there,  i t  was
500 feet I  level led out, but for sorne reason we continued sinking. when
appl ied fu l l  power but  noth in '  happened;  no noise no noth in ' ,

so b loody funny!  At  about
we reached 50 feet I

Then, lucki ly, I  heard me instructor 's
carby heat  on and that  helped qui te
was real ly close, let me tel l  you!

voice in  me head saying "carby heat ,  carby heat" ,  so I  pu l led
a lot,  with the engine f inal ly regaining ful l  power. whew, that

rhen mate,  you ' l l  never  guess what  happened next !  As luck would have i t ,  a t  that  height  we f lew
into a massive dust  c loud caused by the cat t le  and suddenly went  l .F"  b loody R,  mate.  phi l ,  you
would 've been b loody proud of  me as I  d idn ' t  panic  onee,  not  once,  but  I  d id  make a menta l  note to
consider  an inst rument  rat ing as soon as me gyro is  repai red (something l 've been meaning to do for
a whi le  now)"

suddenly Ron's  e longated neck and bulg ing eyes reappeared.  His  mouth opened wide,  very wide,
but  no sound emerged.

"Take i t  easy,"  I  to ld  h im.  "We' l l  be out  of  th is  in  a minute. , ,

Sure enough,  about  a minute la ter  we emerge;  s t i l l
was surprised to notice that we were upside down,

5 l P a g e

stra ight  and level  and st i l r  a t  50 feet .  Admit ted ly  I
and I  kept  th ink ing to mysel f ,  " l  hope Ron d idn ' t
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not ice that  I  had forgot ten to set  the QNH when we were tax i ing" .  This  minor  t r ibu lat ion forced me

to f ly  to  a nearby val ley in  which I  had to do a hal f  ro l l  to  get  upr ight  again.

By now the main herd had d iv ided in to two groups leav ing a narrow st r ip  between them. "Ah! , "  I

thought, "There's an omen" We'l l  land r ight there." Knowing that the tyre problem demanded a slow

approach,  I  f lew a couple of  s teep turns wi th fu l l  f lap.  Soon the sta l l  warn ing horn was b lar ing so

loud in  me ear  that  I  cut  i ts  c i rcu i t  breaker  to  shut  i t  up,  but  by then I  knew we were s low enough

anyway.

I  turned steeply  onto a 75 foot  f ina l  and put  her  down wi th a real  thud.  Strangely  enough,  I  had

a lways though tyou  cou ld  on lyg round  loop  in  a  ta i l  d ragger  bu t ,  as  usua l ,  lwas  p roved  wrong  aga in !

Hal fway through our  th i rd loop Ron at  last  recovered h is  sense of  humour.

Talk  about  laugh.  I 've never  seen the l ikes of  i t ;  he couldn ' t  s top.  We f ina l ly  ro l led to a hal t  and I

re leased the calves,  who bol ted out  of  the a i rcraf t  l ike there was no tomorrow.  I  then began p ick ing

clumps of  dry grass.  Between gut  wrenching f i ts  of  laughter  Ron asked what  I  was doing.  I  expla ined

that we had to stuff the port tyre with grass so we could f ly back to the homestead'

I t  was then that Ron real ly lost the plot and started running away from the aircraft.  Can you bel ieve

i t?  The last  t ime I  saw h im he was of f  in to the d is tance,  arms f la i l ing in  the a i r  and st i l l  shr iek ing wi th

laughter .  l la ter  heard that  he had been conf ined to a psychiat r ic  inst i tu t ion ? Poor  bastard l

Anyhow, mate, that 's enough about Ron. The problem is I  just got a letter from CASA withdrawing,

as they put  i t ,  my pr iv i leges to f ly ;  unt i l  I  have undergone a complete p i lo t  t ra in ing course again and

undertaken another f l ight prof iciency test.

Now I  admit  that  I  made a mistake in  tax i ing over  the wheel  chock and not  set t ing the QNH using

str ip  e levat ion,  but  I  can ' t  see what  e lse I  d id  that  was so b loody bad that  they have to wi thdraw me

f lamin '  l i cence ,  can  you . . . . . . . . . . . . ?
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